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Reflections on The Global Village: Responsibility to Engage 

On October 8th 2015, the 

Sion community in Toronto 

celebrated the 50th 

Anniversary of Nostra Aetate 

with The Global Village: 

Responsibility to Engage (R2E) 

conference. In collaboration 

with multiple religious and 

secular partners, such as The 

Christian-Jewish Dialogue of 

Toronto, The University of 

Saint Michaelõs College, Massey College, and 

Scarboro Foreign Missions, this conference was a 

space for dialogue in diversity, an opportunity for 

members of different sectors of society to discuss 

some of the most pressing issues of our times.  

The R2E conference attempted to promote personal 

discernment through a series of reflections on the 

call for action contained in all major religious 

traditions. During the event, we had the opportunity 

to hear reflections by some of the foremost scholars 

in the fields of interfaith (Dr. Ed Kessler), spirituality 

(Fr. Timothy Radcliffe), and 

Vatican II (Dr. Mary Boys). R2E, 

therefore, served as a way to 

show that religions have a 

great capacity to articulate the 

deepest concerns and 

yearnings of humanity, 

inspiring us to undertakeñover 

and over againñtransformative 

social projects. In the words of 

the council fathers,  

òPeople look to their different religions for an answer 

to the unsolved riddles of human existence. The 

problems that weigh heavily on peopleõs hearts are 

the same today as in the past ages. What is 

humanity? What is the meaning and purpose of life? 

What is upright behaviour?ó (Nostra Aetate, Ä1)  
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In the spirit of collaboration fostered by the Second 

Vatican Council, our audience was a mixture of 

academics, practitioners, religious leaders, and all 

those interested in the topic. Concerned about the 

future of Nostra Aetateõs message, we reached out to 

new generations, engaging high school and university 

students as members of the planning committee, 

volunteers, and participants. We can confidently say 

that, through this conference, we opened up a 

discussion much needed in todayõs society and that 

all those involved walked away with the desire to 

engage one another in more positive, constructive 

ways.  

Council of Centers for Jewish-Christian Relations ð Boston 

The Council of Centers for Jewish-Christian Relations 

held its annual meeting Oct. 31-Nov. 1 in Boston. Our 

community tries to go each year. Before the 

conference began we spent a day exploring Boston. 

We took a trolley tour of highlights of historic Boston, 

and visited the Boston Tea Party Museum  for a 

dramatized presentation on the Tea Party and the 

beginning of the Revolutionary War. We ended our 

tour with a boat ride on the harbor.   

Claire, Kathleen and Hector were at the meeting, 

also, with Hector representing Relation and 

Encounter. Our Seaboard group (Claire, Kathleen, 

Ces, Celia, Wafaa) was able to take advantage of the 

meeting to go for dinner together before the sessions 

began.   

As usual, the meeting was both local and global in the 

presentations and panels. The opening panel focused 

on a paper by Dr. Victoria Barnett, òUnderstanding 

Interreligious ôFault Linesõó Insights from Post-

Holocaust Conversations.ó A paper on òBoston and 

Nostra Aetateó  followed by a panel on òRelations with 

Jews and the Diverse Christian Communities of 

Bostonó illustrated concrete ways in which 

developments of the past fifty years have impacted 

local communities.  The CCJR presented its annual 

Shevet Achim award to Rabbi Irving Greenberg, and 

Celia was one of those who spoke in his honor. 

We were glad to bring such a strong Sion presence to 

the conference. One of the board members remarked 

on Sionõs support. The 2016 meeting will take place 

in Philadelphia and will coincide with the annual ICCJ 

meeting at the end of June. 

The Brooklyn Community  

Reflections on The Global Village 

...continued from cover page... 

The Sion community and its partners created in R2E 

a space to educate the larger community about the 

content, developments, and achievements of Nostra 

Aetate. The type of engagement we decided to 

emphasize, which emerges from the religious 

experience of Jewish-Christian dialogue promoted by 

this document, is an exemplar for other sectors of 

society as they struggle to bring about a better, more 

cohesive society. Sionõs very own, Sister Mary Babic, 

participated in one of the panels, where she 

reminded all participants that our policy-making 

should never ignore the way in which we understand 

human dignity.  

Are you following the Friends of Sion Blog? 

For everyone who shares the Charisma of  

brothers and sisters of Notre Dame de Sion  

 

http://www.friendsofsion.tk/  

http://www.friendsofsion.tk/
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Sing A New Song! 

This is the 50th jubilee year for Marge Zdunich,  

Sylvia Obrigewitsch, Pauline Greenizan  and Celia 

Deutsch as well as the 60th year for Marie Deverou.   

They all treasured the opportunity to celebrate with 

the sisters, associates, family and friends in 

Saskatoon in July during Sionõs Assembly. 

Celia wrote: I celebrated, as well, in my parish in 

September in Brooklyn.  In this Year of Consecrated 

Life, it seemed to present a unique opportunity to 

make Sion visible and bring a new awareness of our 

charism to a broader group of people.  

September 12 was very special. The Seaboard 

Community (Kathleen, Claire, Ces and Wafaa), as well 

as family members from various places in the 

country, university colleagues, and members of the 

Jewish community joined me in thanking God for 50 

years of consecrated life at Sion. I preached, focusing 

on the prophetic quality of religious life and its 

relationship to Sionõs charism. The music was 

beautiful; the parish choirs sang in English, Spanish 

and Haitian Creole, and the cantor from the 

synagogue with whom we work sang a song he had 

composed, accompanying himself on the guitar.  

The liturgy was followed by a party.  It was very much 

a community event, with parishioners doing the 

planning and all of us joining in setting up the parish 

hall for the party. People had brought food, and there 

was dancing. The day left me renewed in gratitude to 

God, to Sion and to the broader community we call 

òChurch.ó  

Climate Change 
The biggest climate summit of the decade will be November 29. The Pope has called for real climate action. G7 

leaders have already committed to phase out fossil fuels and the cost of renewables is dropping every day. All 

over the world, the climate movement is winning big, forcing clean energy onto the agenda of national leaders 

everywhere and moving millions out of fossil fuel investments. Join the marches in your city.  

-ÁÒÉÅ $ÅÖÅÒÏÕ ÓÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÈÅÒ Ï×Î Ô×Ï ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ  

#ÅÌÉÁ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÅÁÂÏÁÒÄ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 

4ÈÅ ΫΦÔÈ *ÕÂÉÌÁÒÉÁÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ &ÁÔÈÅÒ %ÍÉÌ !ÐÒÉÌȡ 0ÁÕÌÉÎÅ 
'ÒÅÅÎÉÚÁÎȟ #ÅÌÉÁ $ÅÕÔÓÃÈȟ -ÁÒÇÅ :ÄÕÎÉÃÈȟ &ÁÔÈÅÒ %ÍÉÌ 
!ÐÒÉÌȟ 3ÙÌÖÉÁ /ÂÒÉÇÅ×ÉÔÃÈ  
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Called To Serve 

Eight sisters of Sion from Saskatoon 

joined the more than 200 women 

religious of Saskatchewan on October 1 

in Regina.  A bronze monument was 

unveiled and blessed on the grounds of 

the Regina Legislative buildings.  It was 

commissioned to honor 5,500 sisters 

from 41 congregations for their 

services to the people of SK from 1860 

to the present.  This monument 

features two life sized figures one 

depicting a teacher ringing a school bell 

and the other a nurse providing care. 

This project was sponsored by the 

Catholic Health Association and Catholic School 

Boards who paid the expenses of the total 

experience.  All funds were donated; no public monies 

were used. 

The sisters were taken by buses from all corners of 

SK to the Legislative Park for the unveiling, where 

they were congratulated by the government and by 

the Apostolic Nuncio, Luigi Bonazzi, who blessed the 

monument.   In response, the sisters acknowledged   

all the people over the 155 years who 

had welcomed women religious into 

their parishes and homes and 

supported them and their ministries.   

We sisters were delighted and moved 

not only by the ceremony, the 

camaraderie in the bus rides, and the 

delicious meals, lunch and evening 

banquet, but also by the congratulatory 

words of the bishops, the lay people 

and the Apostolic Nuncio.   Following 

the blessing of the monument we 

celebrated the Eucharist in an 

overflowing Cathedral.  The homilist reminded us of 

the story of Catholic sisters in SK ð stories of 

hardship, poverty, illness, fires, disappointments, 

floods, accidents, conflicts, hard work, self-sacrifice 

and early deaths.  All this testifies to the faith, 

generosity, dedication and courage of these 

women living the vows of chastity poverty, and 

obedience in loving service.  

We are deeply grateful for the many Sisters of 

Sion who were among the early pioneers of the 

Catholic Church in Saskatchewan.  Why donõt 

we close this story with some of their names:  

Srs. Herbert, Edeltrude, Agnella, Eulalia, 

Arsena, Rudelpha, Laurianne, Macrinia, Rosalys, 

Armeline, Alberic, Kathleena, Modwina, Winifred, 

Gertrudine, Noreen......you can add others that you 

remember!  

By Phyllis, Kay and Sylvia ðSaskatoon  

 At Christmas and All Year  

We pray for the Blessed Gift of Hope and Love - 

     For the angel said to them:  

"Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings  

of great JOY, which shall be to ALL PEOPLE."  

Luke 2:10 
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Pope Francis: Reflections On the Most Recent Papal Visit to the United StatesñSr. Isabel Lewis 

Despite the fact that the jet fumes from 

the papal plane have long since settled 

somewhere, it might be good to collect 

our memories of the short time Pope 

Francis spent in the U.S. to recall our 

strongest impressions. 

For this fan who was glued to the T.V., 

eager not to miss a minute, it was an 

experience filled with pride and 

inspiration.  I found  the crammed 

schedule of  Francis filled with amazing 

examples of living his day doing what he 

has urged us to do, bearing brave witness 

to the Gospel message, announcing the 

call to care for the poor, our earth home, 

prisoners and others in need. 

We have received the gift of a 

charismatic leader who is inspiring more 

than the church world.  May we take his 

example to heart and live our lives as 

joyful, committed Christians. 

Parliament of World Religions in Salt Lake City ð October 15 ð 19  

The first Parliament was held in 1893 in Chicago and 

never met again until 1993 for the hundredth 

anniversary in Chicago. All the Chicago Sion 

community attended it.  Since then, it has met three 

times:  South Africa which was attended by Marge 

Boyle, Spain and Australia.  

The theme for 2015 was òReclaiming the Heart of Our 

Humanity, working together for a world of 

Compassion, Peace, Justice and Sustainabilityó. Ten 

Thousand attended with 500 workshops, among 

attendees were Sisters of Sion: Mary Ellen Coombe 

and Stephanie Schmidts. 

It is interesting to note that only nineteen women 

addressed the first Parliament in 1893. Today, 

women comprised over 60% of the Parliament. The 

womenõs initiative addressed womenõs dignity, rights 

and religion, worked to build interfaith networks of 

mutual support and cooperative sections and to 

expand the transformative impact on religion and the 

modern world. There were also programs for youth, 

young adults, prayer meetings and indigenous 

communities and multitudes of gatherings. 

 

Parish to Parish Learning Community ð Archdiocese 

of Chicago Workshop 

One Parliament workshop: Parish to Parish Learning 

Community: was presented by Sr. Mary Ellen Coombe 

nds and two others from the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

It is a Model of Collaborative Leadership and Learning 

for Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations.  It is in its 

fifth year of operation in Chicago. 

It provides a dynamic forum for creating relationships 

that span religious and spiritual divides and fosters 

parish engagements with their neighboring religious 

institutions. It engages parishes in creating 

compassionate, respectful and loving relations with 

their neighboring Religious groups. It deepens their 

own faith as they develop an understanding of how 

ecumenical and interreligious relationships are an 

intrinsic part of Catholic identity. They share in story 

telling, on-site visits to other places of worship, one 

on one coaching, learning opportunities with 

experienced leaders and a dedicated secure website. 

It helps create conditions for collaboration, dialogue, 

self knowledge and learning at the parish level. The 

interactive workshops engage participants to share in 

many ways and creates community in the 

neighborhood.  

Let us be in Harmony with Nature:  WORLD PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS 
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 Zimbabwe Harare Initiative 2015  

òA DREAM  COME TRUEó - This was the comment 

made in Zimbabwe after the month teaching there in 

Holy Trinity College, a constituent College of Catholic 

University in Zimbabwe. It was òMigrating the 

Charismó and Sisters Marianne from Australia and 

Teresa from UK/Ireland stepped into the unknown. 

òFor us the experience in Zimbabwe was both 

remarkable and wonderful. We were so blessed in 

community in Tafara, about a thirty minute drive from 

the College where there were Spiritans, Franciscans, 

Jesuits and the Sisters as well as 20 or so students of 

Africa lived. We were privileged to be counted as 

members of this wonderful community. 

In our classes, there were third and fourth year 

students from various religious communities and 

some lay people. All were enthusiastic, appreciative 

and we thoroughly enjoyed teaching them.  We 

decided to do team teaching so we helped each other 

and found this to be a good combination and the 

students appreciated this. In the space of one month, 

we actually did a two month program. 

Some courses we taught; Parting of the Ways 

between early Judaism and Christianity; History of  

Jewish Christian relations from Nostra Aetate to the 

present Church Document. On Saturday morning we 

taught a certificate course in parish ministry and had 

a mixture of parishioners from different parts of 

Zimbabwe which included novices and postulants. We 

also gave three hour Saturday classes on : Sabbath 

and Sunday, Passover and Easter, Jewish roots of 

Christian Prayer and a Class on the Psalms. We 

taught them: Hinah mah tov dance. We also took one 

Sunday class with pastors from different Christian 

denominations. 

They had laptops but lacked books and resources. 

The four weeks would be better in six.  The Liturgies 

were very vibrant. It was a wonderful experience 

which we felt was so worthwhile and so vital for Sion 

and our charism. 

! 2ÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅɂ! 0ÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ -ÁÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

"ÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ  ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 3ÉÏÎ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÈÁÐÅÌ 

ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓ #ÉÔÙȢ 

4ÈÅ $ÏÎÏÒȡ  

-ÁÒÙ 3ÈÁÎÁÈÁÎȟ Á Χίέά 'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÏÆ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ Χά ÉÎ 

#ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÄȢ   ! ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ 

$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ά ÁÔ 3ÉÏÎ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÈÁÐÅÌȢ  7Å ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ -ÁÒÙȢ  -ÁÙ 

ÓÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ 0ÅÁÃÅ  ÁÎÄ *ÏÙ ×ÉÔÈ -ÁÒÙ ÉÎ (ÅÁÖÅÎ 

:ÉÍÂÁÂ×Å )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ΨΦΧΫ 
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My Journey in the United StatesñNancy Mena Fernández, Postulant from Costa Rica NDS 

To start this memory about this 

wonderful experience in the 

United States; I want to be 

grateful with my Lord for all his 

love and mercy towards me.  

Every day was part of a special 

journey for me because each 

person, place, and moment 

made me grow up as a person. I 

am sharing with you some of the 

moments that I lived. 

First I want to talk about my 

lovely community. I learned and 

enjoyed living with Sister Stephanie and Sister Mary 

Ellen since both of them were my support and 

guidance every day. For me, being here was an 

excellent opportunity to expand my vision about the 

charism and the different ministries that the 

Congregation is doing in this region. 

I studied at De Paul University for seven months. I 

really loved it because I improved my English, but also 

I met many people from different countries. We made 

a strong friendship and we appreciated very much our 

religions, languages and traditions of each other. 

During my first break in De Paul I visited our 

community of Sion in New York. I 

spent a week with Sister Celia 

Martin. She shared with me her 

ministry in UNANIMA. In their 

office I met people that 

impressed me for their important 

mission. Besides, we visited the 

American Indians Museum, a 

beautiful beach and we made a 

trip in a boat to see the Liberty 

Statue. Another, interesting 

experience was to visit the Parish 

where sisters go and work. The 

people there were very friendly 

and welcoming with us. 

In my second break I went to Kansas City. The Sisters, 

Associates, teachers, children and the high school 

girls were enthusiastic for our visit. They showed me 

their buildings and explained to me some of the 

activities that they do to keep the Spirit of Sion in the 

schools. 

To finish I just want to say thanks to US-CANADA 

region. Thank you all of you for opening the doors of 

your region and hearts to me. You gave me one the 

best experiences of my life. I want to encourage you 

to remember that òGodõs Word calls us to commit 

ourselves 

to a world 

of justice, 

peace and 

love.ó  
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 Waafa Naguib in Brooklyn, USA 

I came to Brooklyn with Darlene 

in August.  Our plane flight from 

Cairo was 10 hours.  I missed a 

night's sleep.  Before I started 

class we visited some places in 

New York.  

I have English classes the 

American language Communication Center in 

Manhattan five days a week.  I enjoy living in 

Brooklyn.  It is very different to living in Berba, my 

village, but I am getting to know people in my class 

and in the parish.  I am waiting to see ice and snow. 

If I get a Canadian visa approved, I hope to come to 

Saskatoon to learn about Theodore and Sion's 

beginnings with Elizabeth. 

International Meeting of Sion Associates in Costa Rica 

On November 28 to December 5, 2015, Sion 

Associates Melinda Smith, Bill Ray, Cindy Schmersal 

and Sister Audrey Doetzel will participate in the 

International Meeting of 

Associates and Accompanying 

Sisters in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

Participating in the meeting will 

be Associates and Sisters from 

Central America, Brazil, UK-

Ireland, the Congo, and 

Canada-USA. Sr. Clare Jardine 

and Sr. Ivete Holtmam will 

represent the Sion General 

Council and Sr. Marge Zdunich 

will be the facilitator.  

An important part of the 

meeting will be the exchange 

of and reflection on the 

experiences of Associates and 

Friends in our various Sion 

Regions. Proposals and 

recommendations will be 

developed to guide this post-Vatican II expression of 

Sion lay life as it moves into the future.  

The meeting will be enriched by 

daily prayer prepared by the 

regional representatives, along 

with daily biblical study and 

reflection. There will be 

presentations on: the 

spiritualities of Fathers 

Theodore and Alphonse, the 

Sion charism and constitutions, 

Church documents on Jewish-

Christian relations, and the 

biblical roots of peace and 

justice. The group will also be 

treated to a visit to the San 

Jose museum, a synagogue 

and the Park of Life ñ followed 

by a visit to CERJUC and to the 

Sion college and community in 

Moravia.  

3ÒȢ !ÕÄÒÅÙ $Ȣ 

"ÉÌÌ 

#ÉÎÄÙ 

-ÅÌÉÎÄÁ 

Stories and Actions ð World  Refugee 

Crisis ð Canada/USA Region  

 

To receive the November issue of the Social Justice 

Newsletter please send an email to: 

 

Sylvia Obrigewitch 

clean.sjbo@sasktel.net 

mailto:clean.sjbo@sasktel.net
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Arlyne 

Philippines 

Victoria 

Egypt 

Clara Luz 

Guatemala 

Rozeni 

Brazil 

Joey 

Philippines 
Alejandra 

Guatemala 

Our Lady of SionñCongregational Novitiate Jerusalem 

On January 20 our Congregation will celebrate a special feast. The novices will take their vows 

after two years living in St. John in Montana, Jerusalem. Let us rejoice and pray for them in 

their commitment. 

òShout for joy, daughter 

of Zion, Israel, shout 

aloud! Rejoice, exult 

with all your heart, 

daughter of Jerusalem!ó  

Zephaniah 3:14  
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Novice from EgyptñVictoria Nabil 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, òYou did 

not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you that you that should go and 

bring forth fruit, fruit that will last; so that 

the Father will give you anything you ask 

him in my nameó (Jn 15:16). God chose me when I 

was a child. I have known òNotre Dame de Sionó 

since I was 6 or 7 years old because my sisters were 

working with them. When I was 17 or 18 years old, I 

worked with òNotre Dame de Sion.ó At that time Sr. 

Juliana and Sr. Darlene were living in my village in 

Egypt. Through their mission I tried to learn more 

about Siom. They worked with the people and visited 

families like ours, on an ongoing basis; they also have 

a kindergarten for handicapped children and a 

dispensary to help the poor and sick people ð Muslim 

or Christian ð everyone. They were often at our parish 

church for liturgy and celebrations with the people. I 

was affected by their activities, especially attracted by 

their charism, centered in the Word of God and by 

their dialogue with Muslim and Christians. I accepted 

their invitation to òCome and Seeó and so began living 

in community; For me, coming to know  the Bible was 

something I loved; but I needed help and I found it in 

Sion.  The sisters were humble and open to 

everybody, caring for all people. I loved them because 

of their mission: through their caring and sharing  

with poor people, They showed us how much God 

loves us.  

I worked with the sisters for one year, along with my 

sister Lucy. One day we had a conversation with 

Sr. Juliana, and Lucy asked if it would be possible 

to have an experience with the sisters. Lucy said, 

òFor my sister Victoria because she is thinking 

about being a nun.ó I spoke with Sr. Juliana  and I 

asked her to guide me to help me to see what God 

wants from me. She invited me to pray with the 

sisters from time to time.   I didnõt go frequently. I had 

never experienced quiet time like that, and I didnõt 

know what prayer really was, because I was always 

with my sisters and  their children; I was always in the 

noise of the world. At first, I didnõt like the silence, 

later I found myself looking for silent time because I 

wanted to be with God and to hear Him.  I wanted to 

feel what it means to be with God, just between me 

and Him. I learned how to pray at Sion.  

Through reading the Bible and questions I was very 

touched by one verse from Mt 19:21 òJesus said, ôif 

you wish to be perfect, go and sell your possessions, 

give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven; then come, follow me.õó I couldnõt 

understand it. I reflected on that verse for a long time, 

then I forgot it, but  it came back. I started a 

conversation with God, asking òWhat do you want 

from me?ó Then I went through all the questions that 

I had asked I decided to òCome and Seeó.  The 

community welcomed me with Joy and open arms. It 

was a special moment for me,  I am grateful to Sion 

to follow Godõs call, and Godõs Word in the Bible. I ask 

God to bless Sion forever.  

By ProvidenceñMaría Clara Gutiérrez Menchú 

My name is María Clara Gutiérrez Menchú from 

Sololá, Guatemala. I grew up in a very simple family. I 

have three sisters and two brothers. My parents are 

so important in my life.  I met Sion by providence 

because there is no community of Sion in Guatemala.   

Some years ago in Alejandraõs City, we (Alejandra and 

Clara) were celebrating Alejandraõs motherõs birthday. 

Alejandra invited her friend from another city,  She 

arrived there but needed to ask someone the way. 

She was in front of a private hospital 

and after a few met a doctor who  

explained how to go there and then they 

had a little conversation. They 

discovered that they had something in 

common: the two of them had lived in different 

congregations for some years.  

The doctorõs name is Carola and she was in Sion in  

...continued on next pageé 
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Costa Rica for three years and so Alejandraõs friend 

told how to contact Sion.  Dr. Carola gave her 

brochures and when she arrived in Alejandraõs home, 

she told us about this event but Alejandra and I were 

not interested because Costa Rica is far from 

Guatemala, it was impossible to travel there. 

So I was looking for a congregation in Guatemala and 

I met Sister Albina.  She belongs to the congregation 

of the Sacred Family and she accepted me to start  

the process but I kept thinking of Sion.  My eldest 

sister, Cristina suggested I contact Dr. Carola which I 

did.  Dr. Carola and I made an appointment. 

It was so meaningful, the two of us did not know Dr. 

Carola but at that moment it seemed that we knew 

Just To BeñMy Apostolic Experience in JerusalemñArlyne Casas 

For our longer apostolic experience (for 5 months) I 

am helping in Ein Karem, volunteering in caring for 

the Migrant's children in Kehila (the Hebrew speaking 

catholic in Jerusalem) as well as visiting some of the 

Filipino families in Jerusalem who are bringing their 

children to the Kehila. In addition to my apostolic 

experience I was studying modern Hebrew for three 

months. I also had the opportunity to participate in 

some of the classes in the English Biblical program. 

Living in Ein Karem, enabled me to realize that the 

essence of ministry/apostolate and mission are love, 

mercy, compassion commitment, sharing life, sharing 

meals, walking with people, befriending them and 

service. Furthermore my apostolic experience has 

given me an occasion to grow in deepening as well as 

integrating our Charism and Biblical spirituality, some 

of which values are healing, reconciliation, love, 

charity, building bridges through bringing people 

together, especially those who are different. It made 

me realize that the important aspect of ministry in the 

apostolate is to simply journey with people where 

each one is called and to be fully present in the life of 

others. This allows the space to be penetrated by the 

Divine encounter where one would be able to remove 

one's shoes for we are standing on holy ground. It is 

recognizing the face of God through the people one 

meets daily. "We seek constantly the 

face of God. Sometimes God reveals 

Godself to us in the silence of 

contemplation and we give our time 

freely, open to receive. At other 

times our experience of God is intimately linked to the 

encounter in service to others and we share their joys 

and sorrows. Thus action and contemplation 

gradually become one in our life" (Cons # 53). In 

preparation for the next chapter we are asked where 

is our Galilee. Galilee is where we meet God face to 

face in the here and now. Galilee is where I am called 

to live and encounter God. For now my Galilee is to be 

in Ein Karem Community and in my ministry, being 

present and available for others so that they feel 

loved and welcomed. 

It is taking care of the children of Filipino Migrants 

which has given me opportunities to visit their home, 

and a moment of sharing life while eating with them. 

This experience reminded me of what Jesus and his 

apostles were doing during their time. together.  I am 

grateful for the generosity, hospitality, love, care and 

warm welcome of the Filipino Migrants in Jerusalem 

that I got to know and befriend. Lastly I have 

practiced my Hebrew with children in Kehila. I am 

grateful for my apostolic experience in Jerusalem.  

each other for a long time. When Dr. Carola was 

explaining to us the charism and the spirituality of 

Sion, we noticed her passion for Sion; her body 

language told us everything. Right at that moment 

she contacted Sr. María Luisa in El Salvador and we 

spoke with her and since then we started 

communication with the Congregation. 

Since I met Sion, my whole life has changed. I can 

sing to the Lord the Magnificat with my whole body. 

The Lord says to me all the time: òThis is my 

daughter, whom I love; I am pleased with her,ó Mt. 3, 

17b.  I am grateful to the Lord and the Congregation 

to be part of this family.  I feel at home.  Thank you so 

much for your prayers.  òIN SION FIRMATA SUMó  
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My apostolic experience at Ecce Homo community in JerusalemñRozeni Silva Davi 

As a sister of Sion I try to live our charism giving my 

best in my community life, prayer life and ministries. 

As a sister Sion I want to become more aware of other 

religions and cultures and to grow in the respect of 

the different and of the differences between peoples 

and religions: Christianity, Judaism, Islam and other 

religions. Also I am sharing about our charism with 

people whom I meet every day in the Guest House 

and in the city. Also I like to hear their stories about 

their lives, their faith and their hopes. In all of this I 

seek Godõs will asking that God will help me to live 

what He asks of me.  As a sister of Sion, I have liked 

the apostolic life which I found at Ecce Homo. 

It was very new for me to work in 

this reality of working in the Guest 

House with pilgrims, groups and 

employees. This contact gave me 

the opportunity to live concretely 

the charism and spiritually of 

Sion .For me it was important to see in each one 

Godõs love. 

I am sure that I can accept with love what God has 

given me in my living at Ecce Homo to learn and to 

absorb more of our charism and spirituality. I have felt 

that now Ecce Homo is my home, my community and 

my Galilee 

Alejandra 

My name is Alejandra and I am from 

Guatemala. I am a novice and, for the 

moment, living in Krakow for my apostolic 

experience with three sisters, Ania from 

Poland, Anne Denise from France and 

Victoria from Egypt. 

I have been in Krakow since July 3rd, 2015 and I will 

be here for five months. I would like to share my 

experience of the pilgrimage to Czestochowa, 200 

kilometers from Krakow. This pilgrimage is organized 

in Krakow by the Dominican Priests who started it 24 

years ago. There were 2000 people were walking, in 

groups of 200, young people, handicapped, families 

and children.  This seven days pilgrimage started on 

Monday, August 3rd and finished on Sunday the 9th. 

We walked 30 kilometers a day.  

Why did I go on this pilgrimage? I went on it because 

sister Ania invited us. The first day was not very tiring 

but the second and the third were very hard because 

as it is not so easy to walk 30 kilometers with 37 

degrees of temperature. I said to myself I could not 

be able to follow because my feet started to be tired, 

but to see the children and young people walking with 

such a great faith helped me to continue.  We started 

our day at 7:00 am with the mass and began to walk 

at 8am. We stopped three times a day to 

rest, sometimes for an hour or more, 

sometimes for only 15 minutes or half an 

hour. It depended how it was organized. We 

finished our day at 10pm with the adoration 

of the Holy Sacrament. We slept in different 

villages where the people welcomed us. They knew 

we were nuns and they offered us to take a shower. 

To have a shower after a day walking was the best 

thing we could have. I would say we were lucky that 

the people welcomed us because in the evening we 

had a hot meal and a place where to sleep.  

While we were walking we prayed Lauds, Vespers and 

the rosary. The priest asked sister Ania to reflect on 

the dayõs gospel rooted in Jewish tradition.  

I am happy to have been able to go on this pilgrimage 

as I met many people who were interested to know 

why I was there. I went because I wanted to have this 

experience which has been wonderful even though I 

was exhausted.  

At the end of the pilgrimage I could not believe that I 

had been able to make it. It is a nice feeling that I 

cannot explain in words, an experience which will 

remain in my heart.  
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My Apostolic ExperienceñJoey 

My apostolic experience is very enriching because I 

have learned about myself, the Congregation, and the 

ministry of the church. I did my apostolate year in 

Ecce Homo Sionõs Pilgrims House. Hospitality is very 

alive in this house, and, indeed, I have experienced 

the hospitality of my co-sisters, the staff, the workers 

and the pilgrims. I strongly believe that hospitality 

builds relationship with others especially those of 

other beliefs. 

In my community, we are women of prayer and action. 

Prayer gives me energy everyday. In many ways, it is 

what continues me to nourish and sustain my 

vocation. It is my great pleasure living with the sisters 

trying their best to be rooted in the Scriptures in 

everything that they do. They are great teachers to me 

in many ways and their presence and assistance 

uplift my spirit as a neophyte sister in the 

Congregation. 

I am delighted to be living in a different environment 

where Muslims and other religions are majority. I 

admire the richness of diversity in this house which is 

uncommon place to live. It is a place where I can 

interact with the people from different countries, 

culture, religions and with different views in life. The 

differences of each one are very much obvious in this 

place, but it taught me to take off my biases about 

them and to be generous enough to understand and 

respect as all human beings deserve to have. 

The works in the house and my community task keep 

me busy, but I find joy in doing those works. Thus, I 

feel I am one with the people who are working from 

early in the morning until late in the evening to earn 

for their living. I do faithfully the tasks and 

responsibilities entrusted to me with enthusiasm, 

excitement, and vigour. I find joy engaging to various 

community activities, guest house ministry including 

the Biblical program, which we are attending some of 

the sessions especially the Gospel of Matthew, and 

also my replacement outside 

in the Hebrew speaking 

community-Kehila to pick up 

the children from their school 

and taking care of the babies. 

Living in the Land, which is called Holy especially in 

the Old City, is very much challenging. The presence 

of suffering and the unjust treatment to Palestinians 

are very visible. I can see the bloody face of Jesus 

while I am looking at their faces full of anguish. 

Seeing them daily draws me closer to God and I am 

praying for them constantly. As a woman comes from 

a poor country, where injustices and killings are 

happening, causes my heart bleeding, but I keep the 

hope burning in me to do my best to contribute 

something that might help them in my own little ways. 

These experiences touched my soul and I realized 

that all of us have our own stories to share. Part of 

our story is our brokenness. We are all broken, and 

nobody is exempted to that! But nobody has the right 

to step on others life. I am reminded of a great 

spiritual writer, Henri Nouwen. If I were to recall, he 

somehow said that, in my own understanding, our 

brokenness must not be a hindrance towards being 

whole again. Our life must be shared so that it will 

also give life to others despite the brokenness. 

In my apostolate in the guest house, I come up with 

some reflections, realizations and a walk to healing. 

More and more, I am able to understand deeply and 

live the Sionõs spirituality particularly the charism, 

hospitality, respect and dialogue with other religion 

especially the Jewish religion. As I continue to 

experience community life each day, my ways, my 

learning, my love and integration are deepened 

through my daily experiences, and the process that 

I've been through deep within with the help of my 

community. 

Video SpotñWe Are Sionñhttp://bit.ly/1Ooeq33  
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SOJOURN IN THE LAND OF THE BIBLE 
òYou will be my witnesses both in Jerusaleméand to the end of the earth.ó Acts 1:8 

 

Center for Biblical Formation: Notre Dame de Sion in Jerusalem 
 

The center for Biblical Formation was established at Ecce Homo in the Old City in 1982 in response to an 

expressed need of clergy, religious and lay persons desiring to study scripture in the Land. Programs are offered 

in English, Spanish and French.  

 

òAnd now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.ó Psalm 122:2 

 

Study the Origins of Your Faith 

Be Enriched By A Unique Experience 

Reflect on the Meaning of Discipleship 

Further Your Knowledge of the Scriptures 

Explore the Religious, Cultural, Historical, Political Context of the Land 

Witness the Living Faith of Jews, Christians and Muslims 

 

PROGRAMS:  

 

Passover & Easter Programs: March 8ñApril 4, 2016 

This program will celebrate both of these feasts of freedom and study them from the prospective of the 

Christian tradition it provides 

 

Rediscover Jesus In The Land: Matthew: June 1ñ28, 2016 

This program is especially for teachers and preachers so that they combine a serious study of the gospel with 

excursions to the places significant  

 

In The Footsteps Of Jesus: September 27ñOctober 24, 2016 

This program pays attention to the first century setting and narrative style of Mark 

 

For information regarding fees, programs and volunteer opportunities, check the website or send an email 

 

www.biblicalformation.org 

biblprog@netvision.net.il 

Send your news, comments and new subscriptions to Sister Stephanie Schmidts nds 
 

sschmidts@sbcglobal.net 

Return Address: 

Sisters of Sion 

6322 N. Wayne 

Chicago, IL. 60660 


